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 Other amenities you can come to expect in your cabin: 
 

• Linen and towels will be provided for you on a daily or routine basis. 
• A closet and a few drawers for your clothing 
• A shared desk with individual, lockable drawers for your valuables 
• Usually both 110/120 (American) and 210/220 volt power (European 

plugs) 
• A television with a minimal selection of network channels, (usually CNN, 

ESPN and a variety of entertainment programming.)  This will vary from 
line to line and also is dependent on which corner of the globe you’re 
cruising in. 

• (Sometimes) a bar/hotel refrigerator suitable for drinks and small items. 
 

Once you have made the decision to sign on and live aboard a cruise ship 
consult section VI for some further suggestions to make your stay more 
comfortable. 
 
TELL ME ABOUT THE FOOD: 
 
 Food is one of the characteristics that cruise vacations are often revered 
for and this amenity is also lavished upon the crew.  On most lines your meals 
will be taken in a separate crew or staff dining room and the format is usually a 
buffet style with the option to order from a menu.  Fare is quite similar to that 
offered to the guests upstairs, so there is a good deal of variety.  Be forewarned; 
the menus in the staff and crew dining rooms are usually on a two week rotation, 
so you will see the same items on a semi-regular basis.  If culinary variety is a 
must for you have a look in section VI for some tips on making the most of your 
meal times. 
 

That being said, most lines will also allow you access to the guest buffets 
and auxiliary eateries, (sandwich bars, pizza parlors, sushi bars – even steak 
houses and Italian eateries) at almost every dining opportunity so there are 
always a few dining options. 
 
WHERE CAN I GO FOR RECREATION?: 
 
 This is always the point of contention for a first time cruiser: what to do 
with all of your time off.  As a musician; regardless of whether you’re in the 
Orchestra, Lounge Bands or a Solo Entertainer you will have a fair amount of 
time off while still on the ship.  When your cruise liner is in port there are an 
endless number of activities to do, places to see and people to meet, but when 
you’re on the ship it’s a much different matter.  There are a number of 
recreational facilities onboard the ship for the use of the crew; the Internet Café, 
the gym and spa and the crew bar being the main points.  Many ships now also 
have a ‘Learning Center’ or crew training and development department where 
you can go to learn new skills such as computing, languages and so forth.  Keep 


